14. Ezra and Nehemiah in the Light 
of the Texts from Persepolis 

Between the years of 1931 and 1939 a major excavation of Persepolis, one of the 
capitals of the Achaemenid empire, was undertaken by the Oriental Institute of 
the University of Chicago. 1 During the course of these excavations, many 
discoveries of texts were made, of which three are of particular concern to us 
here. The first and largest group to be unearthed was found initially by accident 
during the third season (1933), when E.E. Herzfeld was still leader of the 
excavation. 'When leveling debris for the construction of a road, Herzfeld 
discovered great numbers of cuneiform tablets in the northeastern remnants of 
the Terrace fortification.' 2 These 'remnants' proved to have been a bastion on 
the northern edge of the terrace, the tablets being located in its southeastern 
portion. 3 

In 1935, when E.F. Schmidt had succeeded Herzfeld as director, work was 
begun on the Treasury, and here in 1936 a further, though much smaller, group 
of tablets was found in Room 33. 4 Finally, principally in Hall 38 of the Treasury, 
a number of (probably) ritual objects, such as pestles, mortars and plates, were 



1 The following special abbreviations should be noted: AD = G. R. Driver Aramaic 
Documents of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford, 1957); AP = A. Cowley, Aramaic Papyri of 
the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford, 1923); BMAP = E.G. Kraeling, The Brooklyn Museum 
Aramaic Papyri (New Haven, 1953); CHI = I. Gershevitch (ed.), The Cambridge History of 
Iran. Volume 2: The Median and Achaemenian Periods (Cambridge, 1985); PFa = R.T 
Hallock, 'Selected Fortification Texts' , Cahiers de la Delegation Archeologique Francaise 
en Iran 8 (1978), 109-36; PFT = R.T. Hallock, Persepolis Fortification Tablets (University 
of Chicago Oriental Institute Publications, 92; Chicago, 1969); PIT = G.G. Cameron 
Persepolis Treasury Tablets (University of Chicago Oriental Institute Publications, 65; 
Chicago, 1948). In all cases where these abbreviations refer to collections of texts', the 
references in what follows are to the number of the text cited unless otherwise stated. ' 

E.F. Schmidt, Persepolis I. Structures, Reliefs, Inscriptions (The University of Chi- 
cago Oriental Institute Publications, 68; Chicago, 1953), 3; cf. E.E. Herzfeld, Iran in the 
Ancient East (London, 1941), 226. See more popularly E.F. Schmidt, The Treasury of 
Persepolis and Other Discoveries in the Homeland of the Achaemenians (Chicago 1939) 

3 Schmidt, Persepolis I, 40. 

4 Ibid. 4 and 173-74; see also N. Cahill, 'The Treasury at Persepolis: Gift-Giving at the 
City of the Persians', AJA 89 (1985), 373-89. Aspects of Cahill's interpretation of the 
treasury's function have been challenged by C. Tuplin ('The Administration of the Achae- 
menid Empire', in I. Carradice [ed.], Coinage and Administration in the Athenian and 
Persian Empires [BAR International Series, 343; Oxford, 1987], 109-66, esp. 139). 
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discovered. Made of a hard green stone known as (impure) chert, and usually 
highly polished, many of these objects were found to have Aramaic inscriptions 
written on them. 5 

Although the three groups of texts, and especially the fortification and treas- 
ury tablets, share a number of points in common, it is important to distinguish 
carefully their individual characteristics. 

Most obviously distinctive is the small group of about 200 texts in Aramaic 
(not all legible). Cameron was the first to study these texts, and he came to the 
conclusion that they referred to the delivery of the objects on which they were 
written at Persepolis. 6 Bowman, however, to whom was entrusted the publica- 
tion of the material, 7 rejected this conclusion in favour of the view that they 
described the objects' use in the religious haoma ceremony. Subsequent study 
has vindicated Cameron's basic approach, 8 so that although several differences 
of opinion, to say nothing of a number of obscurities, remain in the realm of 
detail, the general approach that should be taken to these texts is now agreed. 
For instance, instead of Bowman's translation of text no. 18: 

KMD -pno T*7 KnTn -pea l) In the ritual of the fortress, 

beside Mithraka the segan, 

2) I Bago-pausta used this plate, a large one, 

3) [beside Ba]ga-pata the treasurer (and) 
before Mazda-data 

4) the sub-treasurer. 'skr of year 19 



/ m nar ino -qjj / rasri 
rmra mp snrjm reap t'?] 

/// /// /// -> too iDm tnnmsK 



5 Schmidt, Persepolis I, 181 ff.; E.F. Schmidt, Persepolis II. Contents of the Treasury 
and Other Discoveries (The University of Chicago Oriental Institute Publications 69- Chi- 
cago, 1957), 53-56. 

6 Cf. G.G. Cameron in Schmidt, Persepolis II, 55. 

7 R. A. Bowman, Aramaic Ritual Texts from Persepolis (University of Chicago Oriental 
Publications, 91; Chicago, 1970). 

8 For reviews that support this, see especially J.B. Segal, BSOAS 35 (1972) 354-55- 
Ph. Gignoux, RHR 181 (1972), 86-87; J.R. Hinnells, 'Religion at Persepolis', Religion 3 
(1973), 157-60; R. Degen, BibOr 31 (1974), 124-27; for studies, see P. Bernard, 'Les 
mortiers et pilons inscrits de Persepolis', Studia Iranica 1 (1972), 165-76; B.A. Levine, 
'Aramaic Texts from Persepolis,' JAOS 92 (1972), 70-79; W. Hinz, Neue Wege im Altper- 
sischen (Gottinger Orientforschungen, III/l; Wiesbaden, 1973), 43-52; J. Naveh and Sh. 
Shared, 'Ritual Texts or Treasury Documents?' Orientalia ns 42 (1973), 445-57; J. A. 
Delaunay, 'A propos des "Aramaic Ritual Texts from Persepolis" de R. A. Bowman'', Acta 
Iranica 2 (1974), 193-217; I. Gershevitch, 'An Iranianist's View of the Soma Contro- 
versy', in Ph. Gignoux and A. Tafazzoli (eds.), Memorial Jean de Menasce (Louvain, 
1974), 45-75, especially 52-54 and 69-71; W. Hinz, 'Zu den Morsern und Stosseln aus 
Persepolis', Acta Iranica 4 (1974), 371-85; K. Kamioka, 'Philological Observations on the 
Aramaic Texts from Persepolis', Orient 1 1 (1975), 45-66; W. Vogelsang, 'Early Historical 
Arachosia in South-East Afghanistan', Iranica Antiqua 20 (1985), 55-99, esp. 82-86. I 
regret that M. N. Bogoljubov, 'Aramejskie nadpisi ne ritual 'nyh predmetah'iz Persepolja', 
IzvestijaAkademii Nauk SSSR, Serija Literatury i Jazyka 32 (1973), 172-77, is not accessi- 
ble to me. 
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